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(%) The Ultimate Display

» Welive in a physical world whose properties we have come to know
well through long familiarity. We sense an involvement with this
physical world which gives us the ability to predict its properties well.
For example, we can predict where objects will fall, how well known
shapes look from other angles, and how much force is required to
push objects against friction. We lack corresponding familiarity with
the forces on charged particles, forces in non-uniform fields, the
effects of nonprojective geometric transformations, and high-inertia,
low friction motion. A display connected to a digital computer gives
us a chance to gain familiarity with concepts not realizable in the
physical world. It is a looking glass into a mathematical wonderland.

* The ultimate display would, of course, be a room within which the
computer can control the existence of matter. A chair displayed in
such a room would be good enough to sit in. Handcuffs displayed in
such a room would be confining, and a bullet displayed in such a
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room would be fatal. With appropriate programming such a display YA DR
could literally be the Wonderland into which Alice walked.
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See-Through HMD
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